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Young Carers School Policy

As a family we do our best with God in our hearts
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me: Philippians 4 verse 13

At Hippings Methodist Primary School we believe that all children and young people have the right to an education, regardless of their home circumstances.

That is why we have adopted Barnardo’s Lancashire Young Carers School Policy so that together we can strive to relieve some of the negative impact  which Young Carers may have in relation to their caring, home and school life.

A Young Carer is any young person up to the age of 18 who cares for a person close to them.  The person they care for may have physical or ill Mental Health, sensory and/or learning difficulties or misuse of drugs/alcohol. 

Our School WILL:

· Designate a full time member of staff to have responsibility for Young Carers. This will be the Head teacher 
· Inform all pupils of who the designated person for Young Carers is.
· Inform Barnardo’s Lancashire Young Carers service who the designated person is, so they can contact this person directly. 
· Adopt a healthy attitude to different illnesses to try and reduce stigma attached to illnesses such as mental health problems and disabilities.
· Be sensitive to Young Carers needs (they do not always want their peers to know)
· Give information about support service, such as Barnardo’s Young Carers Service, to all pupils.
· Liaise with appropriate agencies (i.e. Barnardo’s, MIND)
· Look at alternatives if Young Carers are unable to join school clubs
· Be flexible with homework, i.e. allow Young Carers to do this during lunch.
· Provide Young Carers with access to the use of a phone in private to ring home, if they need to. 
· Designate a quiet corner or classroom for Young Carers to access before and during school. 
· School to have a bank, filled with items of stationery and school uniform, that Young Carers can access when they need. 

Our schools designated Young Carer Worker is    Mrs T Westwell
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